CLEMENCEAU

that gave them their special value. Undoubtedly the splendid
fighting of the French and British and American troops and
the admirable skill of their commanders had produced that
dramatic change from the days of depression from March to
July to the period of continuous triumph from July to
November. This Clemenceau never allows us for one moment
to forget. But he it was who had breathed new life into the
whole combination, military and civilian, at the front and m
the factories. No man of his time of life, perhaps no man of
any age, ever carried on continuously such exhausting toil,
physical and mental, as that which this marvellous old states-
man of seventy-seven undertook and carried though from
November 1917 to November 1918.

His energy and power of work were those of a vigoroHB
young man in the height of training. Starting for the front in a
motor-car at four or five o'clock in the morning at least three
times a week, he kept in touch with generals, officers and
soldiers all along the lines to an extent that would have seemed
incredible if it had not been actually done. Once at the front
he walked about under fire as if he had come out for the pleasure
of risking his life with the yoilus who were fighting for La
Patrie. Marshal Foeh and Higher Command were in constant
fear for him. But he knew what he was about. Valuable as
his own life might be to the country, to court death was a
higher duty than to take care of himself, if by this seeming
indifference he made Frenchmen all along the trenches feel
that he and they were one. He succeeded. Fortune favoured
him throughout. Then having discoursed with the Marshal
and his generals, having saluted and talked with the officers,
he chatted with the rank and file of the soldiery and rushed
back to Paris, arriving at the Ministry of War at ten or eleven
o'clock at night, ready to attend to such pressing business as
demanded his personal care. *Arid all the time cheerful,
alert, confident, showing, when things looked dark, as when
the great advance began, that the Prime Minister of the
Republic never for one moment doubted th% Germans would
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